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Proposed

General Criteria 

For

Accrediting Computing Programs 

1. Objectives, Outcomes, and Assessment 

The program has documented measurable objectives and expected outcomes for graduating students, 

based on the needs of the program’s constituencies.  The program uses a documented process to 

regularly assess the extent to which its objectives and expected outcomes are being met.  The results 

of the assessments are used to develop and implement plans to effect continuous improvement of the 

program.    

2. Student Support 

Students can complete the program in a reasonable amount of time.  Students have ample 

opportunity to interact with their instructors.  Students are offered timely, qualified advising about 

the program’s requirements and their career alternatives.  Students who graduate from the program 

meet all program requirements.   

3. Faculty Qualifications  

Faculty members are current and active in the computing discipline associated with the program. 

Collectively, they have the technical breadth and depth necessary to support the program. 

4. Faculty Size and Workload

There are enough faculty members to provide continuity and stability, to cover the curriculum 

reasonably, and to allow an appropriate mix of teaching, professional development and scholarly 

activities for each faculty member. 

5. Curriculum

The program’s requirements are consistent with its objectives and expected outcomes.  The 

curriculum combines technical and professional requirements with general education requirements 

and electives to prepare students for a professional career and further study in the computing 

discipline associated with the program, and for functioning in modern society.  The technical and 

professional requirements include up-to-date coverage of basic and advanced topics in the 

computing discipline associated with the program, and appropriate mathematics. 

6. Technology Infrastructure 

Computing resources are available, accessible, and adequately supported to enable students to 

achieve the program’s expected outcomes and to support faculty teaching needs and scholarly 

activities. 

7. Institutional Support and Financial Resources 

The institution’s support for the program and the financial resources available to the program are 

sufficient to provide an environment in which the program can achieve its objectives and expected 
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outcomes.  Support and resources are sufficient to provide assurance that the program will retain its 

strength throughout the period of accreditation. 

8. Institutional Facilities 

Institutional facilities including the library, other electronic information retrieval systems, computer 

networks, classrooms, and offices are adequate to support the objectives and expected outcomes of 

the program.  
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PROPOSED 

PROGRAM CRITERIA FOR 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

AND SIMILARLY NAMED COMPUTING PROGRAMS 

Lead Society:  CSAB 

These program criteria apply to computing programs using computer science or similar terms in their 

titles.

1. Objectives, Outcomes, and Assessment 

The documented process incorporates relevant data in its assessment of the extent to which the 

program’s objectives and expected outcomes are being met. 

2. Faculty Qualifications 

Individual faculty members have the technical breadth and depth consistent with their expected 

contributions to the program. 

3. Faculty Size and Workload 

The full-time faculty members assigned to the computer science program have the appropriate authority 

for the creation, delivery, evaluation, and modification of the program, and the responsibility for the 

consistency and quality of its courses.  If advising is done by faculty members, then that component of 

the faculty workload is recognized.  If faculty members install and maintain computing resources and 

laboratories then that component of the faculty workload is recognized. 

4. Curriculum 

Students have the following specified amounts of course work or an equivalent educational experience. 

Computer science: 40 semester hours 

Math: 15 semester hours that includes discrete mathematics 

Math and science combined: 30 semester hours 

The computer science component of the program stresses theoretical foundations, problem analysis and 

solution design.  The oral and written communications skills of the students are developed and applied 

within the program.  All students are exposed to a broad range of issues relating to the social and ethical 

implications of computing.  All students are provided with a substantial laboratory science experience. 

5. Technology Infrastructure 

Students in the computer science program receive appropriate guidance regarding the computing 

resources and laboratories available to the program.  The computing resources and laboratories available 

to the program are properly maintained and upgraded as needed.   

6. Institutional Support and Financial Resources 

Institutional support and resources are sufficient for the program to attract and retain high-quality

faculty, to administer the program effectively, and to acquire and maintain computing resources and 

laboratories.


